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SUBJECT: MBFR: CONVERSATION WITH SOVIET DELOFF JUNE 5, 1974 

1. BEGIN SUMMARY: THE US DEPREP HAD A CONVERSATION 
WITH SOVIET AMBASSADOR SMIRNOVSKY DURING SOCIAL 
OCCASION JUNE 5. DISCUSSION WAS OF INTEREST MAINLY 
AS SHOWING RANGE OF SOVIET INTERESTS. END SUMMARY. 

2. SMIRNOVSKY ASKED WHETHER US DEPREP SAW ANY 
POSSIBILITY OF WESTERN AGREEMENT TO SYMBOLIC REDUCTION 
PROPOSAL. US DEPREP SAID HE DID NOT, OWING TO 

NATURE OF OBLIGATIONS OTHER WESTERN PARTICIPANTS 
WOULD HAVE TO ACCEPT AND TO FACT THAT PRESENT 
RELATIONSHIP OF FORCES WOULD BE BASE FOR REDUCTIONS. 
SMIRNOVSKY SAID SOVIETS DID NOT EXPECT EVERYONE TO 
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ACTUALLY CARRY OUT REDUCTIONS AT THE SAME TIME. 
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WESTERN EUROPEAN REDUCTIONS COULD TAKE PLACE AT 
A LATER STAGE OF IMPLEMENTATION. WHAT WAS IMPORTANT 
WAS THAT ALL DIRECT PARTICIPANTS SHOULD COMMIT 
THEMSELVES AT THE OUTSET TO REDUCE BY A SPECIAL AMOUNT AT A 
SPECIFIED TIME. US DEPREP SAID THAT POSTPONING IMPLEMENTATION 
OF REDUCTIONS WOULD NOT CHANGE FUNDAMENTAL WESTERN 
OBJECTIONS TO REDUCTION BY ALL FROM OUTSET. 

3. US DEPREP AGAIN EXPLAINED THAT ALLIES DID 

NOT EXPECT WRITTEN SOVIET AGREEMENT TO THEIR CONCEPT 
OF PHASING, BUT A TENTATIVE UNDERSTANDING WHICH 
WOULD ENABLE PARTICIPANTS TO PROCEED TO DISCUSSION 
OF THE CONTENT OF REDUCTIONS. SMIRNOVSKY SAID HE 
UNDERSTOOD WESTERN POSITION ON THIS MATTER BETTER 
THAN PREVIOUSLY, BUT HE DOUBTED THAT THE SOVIETS 
WOULD COME THAT FAR. WHY SHOULDN'T PARTICIPANTS 
GO ON NOW TO DISCUSS THE ISSUE OF THE CONTENT OF 
REDUCTIONS? US DEPREP SAID THAT HE THOUGHT 
PARTICIPANTS WOULD BE ABLE TO HAVE A MORE PRODUCTIVE 
DISCUSSION OF THE HIGHLY COMPLEX TOPIC OF REDUCTIONS 
IF SOME PARTIAL QUESTION SUCH AS THE AGREED 
QUESTION OF WHOSE FORCES WOULD BE REDUCED FROM THE 
OUTSET HAD BEEN PREVIOUSLY RESOLVED. 

4. SMIRNOVSKY ASKED WHETHER THE FIXED PERIOD OF 
TIME FOR ALLIES' NO-INCREASE COMMITMENT AND THE 
FIXED PERIOD OF TIME FOR REVIEW COULD BE THE 
SAME IN DURATION ACCORDING TO ALLIED VIEWS. US 
DEPREP SAID THIS ISSUE REMAINED TO BE NEGOTIATED 
ALTHOUGH HE DID NOT BELIEVE THAT THIS OUTCOME COULD 
BE EXCLUDED. SMIRNOVSKY SAID THAT APPARENTLY ALLIES 
HAD IN MIND A REVIEW CLAUSE WHICH COULD LEAD TO 
CANCELLATION OF THE AGREEMENT. BUT THE SOVIETS WOULD 
NOT WANT TO HAVE A FIRST STAGE AGREEMENT COLLAPSE 

IN THIS WAY. THIS REMEDY WAS TOO DRASTIC. 

5. SMIRNOVSKY SAID THE COMMON CEILING WAS A BAD 
CONCEPT AND THE ALLIES SHOULD DROP IT. US DEPREP 
SAID ALLIES BELIEVED THEY WOULD BE ABLE TO CONVINCE 
EAST OF THE ADVANTAGES OF THE COMMON CEILING ONCE 
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THE FIRST ISSUE OF WHOSE FORCES SHOULD BE REDUCED 
FROM THE OUTSET HAD BEEN RESOLVED AND DISCUSSION 
MOVED TO THE DETAILS OF THE QUESTION OF REDUCTIONS. 

SMIRNOVSKY SAID HE HAD NOTICED THAT A NUMBER OF 
ALLIES WERE NOW OPPOSING NATIONAL CEILINGS. 

THIS WAS A BAD THING; WHY WERE THEY DOING THIS? 

US DEPREP SAID ALL WESTERN ALLIES WISHED TO HAVE GLOBAL CEILING 
AND OBLIGATIONS OF OTHER WESTERN DIRECT 
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PARTICIPANTS WOULD BE LIMITED TO MAINTAINING THAT 
GLOBAL CEILING ONCE INITIAL REDUCTIONS TOOK PLACE. 

IF ONE ALLY REDUCED UNDER THAT CEILING, OTHER ALLIES 
WOULD HAVE RIGHT TO FILL IN. SMIRNOVSKY SAID THIS 
WAS A BAD CONCEPT. HOW WOULD SOVIETS KNOW WHO HAD 
REDUCED IN THE FIRST PLACE? US DEPREP SAID THERE 
WERE PROBABLY PRACTICAL WAYS OF RESOLVING THIS 
PROBLEM. 

6. SMIRNOVSKY SAID THAT, IN DISCUSSION OF WHOSE 
FORCES SHOULD BE REDUCED FROM THE OUTSET, SOVIETS 
HAD NOT FORGOTTEN AIR AND NUCLEAR FORCES. US DEPREP 
SAID NONE OF ALLIES HAD ASSUMED THAT SOVIETS HAD 
FORGOTTEN. SMIRNOVSKY SAID SOVIETS WOULD NOT 
ACCEPT REDUCTIONS OTHER THAN ON AN EQUAL BASIS. 

US DEPREP SAID THIS WAS AN ISSUE WHICH BELGONED 
TO THE DISCUSSION OF REDUCTIONS AND SHOULD BE LEFT 
UNTIL THAT TIME. SMIROVSKY AGAIN SAID ALLIED TOTALS 
FOR GROUND FORCES ON BOTH SIDES WERE INCORRECT AND 
DID NOT INCLUDE FRENCH. US DEPREP SAID FRENCH WERE 
INCLUDED, BUT THAT THIS WAS KIND OF ISSUE WHICH COULD 
NOT BE RESOLVED UNTIL DATA WERE COMPARED.RESOR 
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